GERMANY AND WESTERN CIVILIZATION
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fTT^HE tragic destinies of Germany and Western civili-
I zation are curiously interwoven* The almost mortal

JL wound which our embattled civilization inflicted upon
Germany in overcoming a terrible tyranny which had become
localized in her life is only a little greater than the wound which
we ourselves suffered in this engagement. The sorry plight of
this defeated nation is symbolic of the plight of a whole civiliza-
tion, which moved so quickly from the hopes and optimism of
the nineteenth century to the sorry realities of the middle of the
twentieth century, when cold wars and the possibility of atomic
annihilation cast a pall of doom upon our whole future.

It would be wrong to hold Germany responsible for all our
ills. A really healthy civilization would not have been subject to
the two rebellions against its standards in both of which Ger-
many is curiously involved. The tenets of Marxism were first
elaborated on German soil, though they grew to fruition in
Russia. The tenets of the Fascist rebellion were first stated in
Italy, though it was in Germany that they achieved such a
menacing power. To make matters more complicated, the na-
tion which incarnated the Fascist menace, and which we almost
destroyed in order to achieve the defeat of tyranny, has now
become the spearpoint of our defense against the second peril,
or rather against the original peril of communism, which has
outlasted the interlude of Fascist tyranny.

We defend our civilization against both of these perils with a
good conscience because we believe that an "open" society, such
as we have achieved in the Western world, is a boon not to be
sacrificed lightly. But we would do well to recognize the weak-
nesses in our civilization which made these rebellions possible,
even as we must try to understand the characteristic vices and
virtues of Germany which made her the locus of both rebellions.

The free society of Western civilization, for all its virtues,